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MISSION STATEMENT: 
The purpose of the Society shall be to collect and preserve artifacts pertaining to the Town of 
Cumberland and its history, making it available to groups, schools, and individuals. 
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APRIL THOUGHTS  
 "After four years of arduous service marked by unsurpassed courage and fortitude, the Army of 
Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to overwhelming numbers and resources. I need 
not tell the brave survivors of some many hard fought battles who have remained steadfast to the 
last that I have consented to this result from no distrust of them. 
But feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that could compensate for the loss 
that must have attended the continuance of the contest, I determined to avoid the useless sacrifice 
of those whose past services have endeared them to their countrymen.  
By the terms of the agreement, officers and men can return to their homes and remain until 
exchanged. You will take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from a consciousness of duty 
faithfully performed; and I earnestly pray that a Merciful God will extend to you His blessings 
and protection. 
With an unceasing admiration of your constancy and devotion to your Country, and a grateful 
remembrance of your kind and generous consideration for myself, I bid you all an affectionate 
farewell." 
R.E. Lee , Genl. (Robert E. Lee's farewell address, April 9th, 1865)  
Robert Edward Lee (1807 - 1870)  
   
MARCH MEETING:  
Another group of folks met at the Prince Memorial Library to help with the identification of 
some more of the Grace Hutchinson newspaper photos. We are getting this project done, bit by 
bit. Thomas Bennett, Library Director, has received a grant to get this project processed, so will 
probably have more of these identification sessions. It will be of great benefit to the archives of 
the Library, the Town and the Historical Society, so any and all help is very much appreciated. 
Refreshments are served, and memories are brought back. How can you go wrong? 
APRIL STUMPER:  Who was Cumberland’s first Town Treasurer?  (Answer at the end.)  
  
BUSINESS:   
Brian Jensen and Nancy Latham’s story about the Willie and Edith gravestone has been 
published in the current newsletter of the Maine Old Cemetery Association’s newsletter. 
Unfortunately, they didn’t get the credit for writing the article, but that will be rectified in the 
next one. 
The Maine Old Cemetery Association is looking for a host for their July 27th meeting. We hosted 
them a few years ago, and it was a very interesting day. Please contact Carolyn Small at 
csmall1943@maine.rr.com, or at 829-4423 if you would like to help serve on this committee. It 
did make a little money for us.  
OUR NEIGHBORS: 
Mon.,Apr.22,7 p.m., "Moses Greenleaf: Maine's first mapmaker" presented by Holly Hurd, 
Osher Map Library at Windham Historical Society, 234 Windham Center Road, Windham. $5 
suggested donation.For more information, call 892-1306 or 892-1433. 
 
North Yarmouth Historical Society  presents its second annual Pre Patriots Day Program: The 
Squalus Disaster with master storyteller and scientist Gordon Corbett. This dynamic program 
will take place on Sunday, evening, April 14, at 6:30 PM at Wescustogo Hall, Route 115, North 
Yarmouth. All donations gratefully appreciated, and dessert will be served. The program 
focuses on the Squalus disaster of May 23, 1939, when 26 men, trapped in a sunken submarine 
off the Isles of Shoals, drowned under 243 feet of water. 33 men survived and were rescued. 
This harrowing incident shook the nation and was especially devastating to residents of Maine 
and New Hampshire. 
 
APRIL MEETING: 
The April meeting will be held on 7:00PM Thursday, April 25th at Doc’s Café, known to those 
who grew up in Cumberland as either the Arthur Blanchard place, later Doc Wyatt’s, and finally 
Doc Hanson’s.  Steve and Rebecca Williams, the owners and proprietors, will tell about the 
remodeling of the buildings.  It’s a real thrill to have the house return as an eating place; it is 
back to being a tavern of sorts.  
 The history of the building starts about 1733. The land was acquired then by John Powell, an 
original proprietor of Ancient North Yarmouth. He drew lot #70, one of the 100 acre lots in the 
early subdivision of the town. On October 18, 1871, it was sold by Jeremiah Powell to James 
Prince for 60pounds for the northerly half of lot #70, and in 1793, he sold one acre of this land 
for use as a burial ground. That’s the Congregational Church Cemetery at the corner of Tuttle 
Road and Main Street. Later on, ownership was transferred to Joel Prince, who established the 
Prince Tavern. The main highway ran under the archway where stagecoaches stopped and 
horses were changed from the stable of 15 stalls. Travelers could spend the night at the Tavern, 
a large and spacious house. It isn’t totally clear this served as a tavern, but in 1829, Joel Prince 
sold the homestead to Nathaniel Blanchard. Nathaniel Blanchard, in turn, sold it and 74 acres of 
land in 1833 to his grandson, Captain Enos Blanchard (son of Beza and Prudence Rideout 
Blanchard) for $3,000.00. It became the property of Enos’ son, George in 1874, and then 
George’s son, Arthur in 1935. Upon Arthur’s death in 1972, it left the Blanchard family by 
becoming the property of Dr. William Wyatt for his offices.  
Captain Enos, a twin to brother Sewall, truly sailed the Seven Seas. His grandson, Robert 
Blanchard has the charts that Captain Enos used to mark his day to day positions at sea as 
commander of many ships. Two of his sons reflect his commands in their names. Robert 
Blanchard’s middle was Germain, and Arthur Blanchard’s middle name was Nile, the names of 
two of the ships that Captain Enos commanded.  
When Captain Enos’s son, George took over the ownership of the farm in 1874, he started a 
dairy farm of purebred Jersey cattle. There is , at the Cumberland Historical Society, a 
“passport” of one of his cows from the Isle of Jersey in England, and a ‘family tree’ of one of his 
cows. George’s high quality cattle became nationally famous, and he shipped many out from his 
farm. He would walk them down Main Street to the Maine Central Railroad Station at 
Longwoods Road, and load them on the freight trains going through.  
(Information from the archives of the Cumberland Historical Society) 
 
Family tree of one of George Blanchard’s prize cows. 
 These documents from the George Blanchard collection that was acquired through the Eleanor 
Stevens Copp Memorial donation fund. 
Answer to the April  Stumper:  Captain Ephraim Studivant 1782-1868, not only was the first 
Treasurer for the Town of Cumberland from 1821 to 1832, but was also given the honor of 
naming the town. He was the great grandfather of Phyllis Sturdivant Sweetser. Born February 
14, 1782 to David and Jane Greely Sturdivant, he went to sea at the age of twelve, and by age 
21 was commander of a vessel. He followed the sea for 28 years. In 1810 he imported Merino 
sheep from Portugal, and pastured them on Sturdivant’s Island in Casco Bay, which he owned. 
During the War of 1812, he was issued a letter of marquee, permitting him to operate as a 
privateer with the ship, Reaper. The Reaper was a 206 ton schooner, armed with 6 carriage 
guns and 75 men. He also commanded the ship Ilsley as a privateer. It was 143 tons and carried 
75 men and 6 guns. His property and stately home at what is now 114 Foreside Road, had a 
landmark for ships coming in to Casco Bay. There were 12 very tall pine trees on the top of the 
hill behind his home. The hill was known as “Ephraim’s Mount”, and the trees were named “The 
twelve Apostles”. Ships sailing into the harbor at Portland would sight these trees and get their 
bearings from them. The last one of these trees fell in 1935, but there is a photo at the 
Cumberland Historical Society of the last three that stood. 
 
 
As per our bylaws, the first notification needs to be made this month for the June election of 
officers. The slate thus far, stands as is. If anyone is interested in running for, resigning from, or 
nominating to the current slate, please contact Carolyn Small. 
Thank you to our corporate sponsor, Sevee & Maher Engineers. 
